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arch as Henry was, even he failed to preserve obedience In every quarter of his dominion at once. But he was still only thirty-eight when he died, having achieved a great work, but leaving it still incomplete.
His death was followed by a long minority, for his son, Henry IV., was only six. For some ten years the government of Germany was controlled first by one prelate, Anno of Cologne, then by another, Adalbert of Bremen. Then Henry was declared of age. But still another seven years passed while nobles and prelates quarreled, and sometimes one and sometimes another held the ascendency until Anno fell into permanent disgrace, and Adalbert died in 1072.
While the third quarter of the century was to some extent a period of decline in Germany, marked by no striking events, the case with Italy was very different.
The appointment of Clement II. as Pope by the Emperor was to all appearance a decisive assertion of the Imperial supremacy over the Papacy. Certainly there could be no question of a Pope posing as the antagonist of Henry III. Clement died within a year; the rule of his successor, Damasus, also an Imperial nominee, was even shorter. In 1048 Henry nominated his cousin, Bishop Bruno of Toul, to the Papacy. Bruno duly became Leo IX, but he insisted first on what may be called his constitutional election by the Roman clergy and the people. Between 1049 and 1054 Leo did much to breathe new life into the Church, zealously supported if not directed by the Archdeacon Hildebrand, the embodiment of the Cluniac conviction that the Church was of higher authority than the State, the Pope than the Emperor. He had indeed refused to recognize the previous Popes nominated by Henry, attaching himself to the deposed Pope, Gregory VT. Now, however, he joined Leo, who devoted himself energetically to the cause of the Reformation, traveling through Western Christendom, and insisting wherever he went upon obedience to the rule of clerical celibacy which was still by no means regularly observed, and denouncing the practise of simony, which meant primarily the sale and purchase of ecclesiastical benefices* Leo compressed into his brief pontificate of five years enough energy to have satisfied an ordinarily active man if spread over twenty years. On his death in 1054 Henry III. Dominated the last of his Popes, Victor II., who just outlived the Erriperor. Victor's successor, died within the year, and in 1058 the Cotpts of Tusculum succeeded in procuring the irregular election of their own candidate, who was called Benedict X. But owing to the energetic action of Hildebrand, the election was ignored. Nicholas IL was fleeted, and the "anti-pope" Benedict was deposed.
At Nicholas's synod in 1059 the Lateran. Decrees transferred the ejection of the Popes from the clergy and people of Rpme to the Col-of Cardinals, the seven cardinal bishops and the cardinal priests